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•S  IGNIFICAi^iT  HF. ADOTT  ’  STEPS 


SECTION  I 
OP  TTNIT  ACTIVITIES 


1.  (n)  Administration  and  Personnel: 


■  J 
A 


a.'  '  The  1st  Battalion,  83d  A^rtillery 
Tb-th  Artillery  Groun. 
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b.  ^Tormal  S-1  activities  have  been  conducted  during  the 
period  1  May  I967  through  3I  July  1967. 

c.  Personnel  strength  of  the  command  on  3J  July  196?  was; 

TOE  AllTH  MTOE  PENDING  ASSIGNED 


TTNIT 

QTi’F 

m 

EM 

OFF 

WO 

EM 

OFF 

wg 

EM 

HePdnuarters  Batf-orv 

19 

1 

146 

+1 

+1 

+34 

16 

1 

152 

A  Battery 

3 

0 

110 

+1 

+21 

3 

124 

B  Battery 

3 

0 

no 

+1 

+21 

3 

116 

c  Battery 

0 

no 

+1 

+21 

3 

116 

Service  Battery 

3 

3 

68 

+11 

3 

2 

81 

'T’O'T’A.LS 

11 

h 

•^4 

+4 

+1 

+108 

28 

3 

589 

d.  Critical  MCS  shortages  in  NCO  grades.  During  the  report 
ed  period  e-;rta:Ln  ley  MQS.  shorteg^es  were  experienced.  These  short¬ 
ages  Included  grades  In  Mess  (9‘tB40)  and  Maintenance  C63Cto), 

The  reason  for  these  shortages  is  due  to  Compassionate  Reasslgnments 
for  these  NCOs  concerned.  The  replacements  for  these  NCOs  have  been 
reaulsitloned, 

e.  Personnel  changes  during  this  quarter  include; 

GAINS;  0^  WO  EM  LOSSES;  0^  WO  EM 

*),  0  198  8  0  138 

f.  Casualties  included: 


T^YPE  NUMBER 

Killed  in  Action  0 

Wounded  in  Action  2 

Missing  in  Action  0 

Non-Battle  Dead  0 

Non- Battle  Cpsualties  0 
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g.  Awards  and  Decorations  ©resented  to  members  of  this 
command  included: 


TYPE 


DJUMBER 


P liver  Star  0 

Leeion  of  Merit  0 

Bron^ie  Star  (Valor)  0 

Bronze  Star  (Merit)  1 

Air  Medal  (Merit)  2 

Air  Medal  (Oak  lea^  clus^-er)  2 

Soldier's  Medal  2 

Commendation  Medal  (Valor)  0 

Commendation  Medal  (Merit)  3 

Ptirple  Heart  2 

NOTE:  In  addition  to  these  awards,  12  recommendations  for  awards 
have  been  submitted  an'^  are  ©ending  anproval  by  USARV, 

h,  R&R  '^ropram  schedules  include  the  following: 

(1)  The  in- country  R&R  consisting  of  3  day  passes  to 
Vung  fau  have  been  utilized  by  17  personnel. 


cuotas : 


(P)  The  out -of- country  R&R  included  the  following  5  day 


LOCATION 

Bangkok 

Tokyo 

Manila 

Hone  Kong 

Tainel 


JUNE 


JULY 


TOTAL 


'■Ingaoore 
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h. (2)  continued 


LOCATION 

MAY 

JUNE 

JULY 

Fuala  Lumpur 

0 

3 

0 

TOTAL 

3 


Penang 


0  P  2 


4 


Rpveii 


8  4  7  19 


i.  TTnlt  mall  clerks  nick  up  end  deliver  mail  from  the  near¬ 
est  APO.  %.mbers  for  the  units  are  as  follows: 


APQ 

Readruarters  Battery  96291 
A  Batterv  9629I 
B  Battery  96291 
C  Battery  96376 
Service  Batterv  96291 


,1.  Judicial  and  Non-Jndicial  actions  by  units  included: 


rmiT  ARTICLE  1^ 

Readouarters  Battery  0 

A  Battery  12 

B  Battery  7 

C  Battery  3 

Service  Batterv  0 

TOTALS  22 


SUMMARY 

SPECIAL 

GENERAL 

COURT 

COURT 

COURT 

0 

8 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

14 

0 

k.  Pertinent  medical  service  statistics  include: 
Total  riatlent  visits  (unit  personnel)  700 

■''dmitted  to  hospital  I6 


Evacuated  within  the  country 
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k,  continued 


Evacuated  out  of  country 

Malarie  Cases 

1,  Penortable 

accidents 

2 

0 

included : 

TTATIT 

VEHICLE 

AIRCMFT 

PERSONNEL 

Headquarters  Battery 

0 

0 

0 

A  Battery 

0 

0 

1 

B  Battery 

0 

0 

0 

C  Battery 

0 

0 

2 

Service  Battery 

0 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

0 

0 

3 

ra.  The  morale  of  the  commend  is  outstanding  due  to  outstand¬ 
ing  leadershin  nresent  throughout  the  battalion,  the  R&H  program  in 
effec^  in  the  battalion,  and  the  c-omnletion  of  mess  halls  and  barracks 
fncilities , throughout  the  battalion. 


n.  Educational  onportunlties  for  personnel  are  provided  by 
TtSAFI  extension  courses.  Eight  personnel  received  GED  high  school 
eouiviliency  certificates  during  the  reporting  period, 

o,  Religious  Ser-'dces,  both  Protestant  and  Catholic,  are 
held  on  a  regular  b«slS  bv  Cheulains  from  the  1st  Australian  Task 
^orce  and  Headnunrters,  hM-th  Artillery  Group, 

t>,  throughout  the  battalion,  uersonal  hygiene,  health  con¬ 
trol,  «nd  VD  control  are  good.  The  Battalion  Surgeon  is  pleased  with 
the  cooneration  of  all  units  in  maintaining  proper  facilities  and 
training  to  ■facilitate  a  high  state  of  health, 

P,  (C)  Intelligence  -  Sources  available  to  this  battalion  are 
as  follows: 

a,  II  Field  Force  Vietnam 
(1)  FIVMF 
CP)  Other  sources 
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P,b  continued 

b,  1  ATF 

Cl)  Patrols  (Inf*,  SAS-LPRP) 

(2)  Visual  recon  (Army) 

(3)  RAAF 
(V)  Apents 

c,  Binh  Tuy,  Long  Khenh,  Phouc  Tuy,  Sectors  and  l8th  ARVW 

Division 

(1)  RVMA?F/PF  Units/Apents 

(2)  National  Police/Apents 

(3)  FAC 

d,  l/83d  Arty  •  Visual  recon  (O-l) 

e,  1  Field  Force  Vietnam  (1st  Air  Cavalry  Division) 

(C)  'T’ralning! 

a.  On  the  .1ob  end  individual  cross-training  continues  in  all 

units  of  the  battalion.  A  nersonnel  Infusion  program  with  the  7th 
Battalion,  8th  Artillery  was  comnleted  on  15  July  1967.  95  personnel 

of  assorted  enlisted  MOSs  and  grades  were  infused, 

b.  The  following  periods  of  mandatory  training  for  personnel 
were  conducted,  during  the  reported  period: 


(1) 

Code  of  Conduct 

2  hours 

(2) 

Command  Information 

12  hours 

Character  Guidance 

3  hours 

(k) 

Civil  Affairs 

2  hours 

(5) 

Safety 

2  hours 

(6) 

CBR 

2  hours 

(7) 

Defense  of  tactical  positions 

1  hour 

(8) 

Convoy  Operations 

1  hour 

V  ^  ‘  ^  (  ■  •  '  . 
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(9)  Defensive  Minefields  1  hour 

(10)  Geneva  Convention  3  hours 

(11)  M-60  Machine  Gun  1  hour 

(IP)  Care  and  Use  of  Clejrmore  Mines  1  hour 

(13)  Ambush  and  Counter-Ambush  1  hour 

(14)  Jungle  Survival  1  hour 


c.  All  individual  replacements  received  an  18  hour  training 
program  within  7  days  of  their  arrival  in  the  unit. 


d,  A  total  of  eight  enlisted  men  attended  a  small  arms  main¬ 
tenance  course  conducted  by  the  Pd  Maintenance  Battalion  on  26  and  28 
May  1967.  .. 


e.  A  tot»l  of  three  enlisted  men  have  received  8  inch 
nuclear  warhead  a«semhly  refresher  training  during  the  reported  period. 


f.  AIT  Personnel  have  fired  familiarization  with  their 
individual  weapons  ••’S  well  as  all  crew-served  weapons  on  this  units 
d’O&E. 


(C)  Viper' 


•  1  ons 


a.  Normal  operations,  consistent  with  the  battalion  missic 
were  conducted  during  the  reported  period. 

b,  Ouerr-tion  Newark  (l  through  4  May).  Battery  B  converted 
its  two  17^mm  guns  to  8  inch  howitzers  andl deployed  to  vicinity  of 

MT  0618  as  an  8  inch  Howit  7er  Battery  in  support  of  this  173rd  Air¬ 
borne  Brigade  search  and  destroy  operation.  The  battery  fired  267 
rounds. 


c.  Operation  Llsmore  (2  through  8  May).  Battery  A  support¬ 
ed  the  1st  Australian  Task  Force,  7th  Royal  Australian  Regiment  con¬ 
ducting  a  search  and  destroy  operation  in  the  vicinity  of  YS  5558. 
Support  was  rendered  from  the  battery  base  camp  location.  4li  rounds 
were  fired. in  support. 


d.  Operation  Whirlwind  (3  through  4  May),  Battery  C 
sui^ported  this  l8th  A^VN  Division  search  and  destroy  operation  from 
the  vicinity  of  ’Gl«  '^ay  YT  6210.  d’he  battery  fired  in  support  of  ten 
rround  contacts.  No  surveillance  was  reported.  In  addition,  nightly 
harosslhe  ''nd  interdiction  missions  were  fired,  A  total  of  I80 
rounds  were  fired  in  support  of  the  operation, 

CP'S.'--- 
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e.  OnerPtlon  Payton  (*>  through  17  May),  This  search  and 
destroy  oneration  conducted  by  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade  and  elements 
of  the  18th  AW^T  Division  tooV  place  in  the  vicinity  of  YS  7890. 

^^edlum  and  heavy  art  11'' erv  in  a  General  Support  reinforcing  role  were 
controlled  bv  a  4o  man  command,  control  and  operations  element  of 
f^is  headnnerters.  Battery  B  participated  in  a  pure  8  inch  howitzer 
configu^atio'^,  Batterv  C  rertlclpated  in  a  17‘>nitt  gun  configuration, 
Befte-rr  B,  9nd  Battalion  3Sth  Artillery  (iS^mm)  was  attached  to  the 
battalion  from  6  May  through  17  May  1967.  A  fire  support  base  was 
establis'^ed  for  the  battalion  control  element.  Batteries  B  and  C, 

le-t-  Battalion  83d  Artillery  and  Battery  B,  2nd  Battalion  S^th 
Artillery  in  the  viclnltv  of  Gla  Bay  YT  6210.  On  10  May  I967  the 
battalion' control  element.  Battery  B,  1st  Battalion  83d  Artillery  and 
B«^tery  B,  2nd  Battalion  i'^th  Artillery  displaced  to  a  fire  support 
base  in' the  vicinity  YT  74^0.  They  were  escorted  into  position  by 
D  Troop,  16th  Armored  Cavalry  Scuadrbn,  173fd  Airborne  Brigade,  At 
this  new  fire  su’^’^or^  base  Battery  C,  2nd  Battalion  35th  Artillery 
was  attached  to  the  battalion,  Batterv  B,  1st  Battalion  83d 
Ar+'lllery  remained  in  position  in  the  vicinity  of  Gia  Ray,  A  unique 
aspect  of  this  'operation  is  that  the  battalion  control  element  v;ith 
vehicles  and  eculpment  was  airlifted  to  the  original  fire  support 
base  by  ChlnooV  helicopter.  Using  organic  vehicles  in  the  resupply 
of  heavy  artillery  ammunition  while  retaining  the  capability  of  dis¬ 
placing  at  short  notice  was  the  thorniest  problem  encountered.  Com¬ 
bined  battery  ammunition  sections  hauled  ammunition  from  Long  Binh 
YT  0*^11  to  Xnan  Loc  YT  4s'o8,  The  ammunition  trains  waited  at  Xuan 
Loc  until  late  afternoon  for  an  armored  cavalry  escort  to  proceed  to 
the  fire  support  bases  at  Gia  Bny  end  YS  7400,  usually  arriving  at 
tbe  latter  ''t  about  1900  hours.  It  is  felt  that  medium  or  heavy 
trncV  company  su^po'»’t  'during  the  operation  would  have  enhanced  the 
mobilitv  of  all  elements.  Battery  B,  2nd  Battalion  35th  xlrtillery 
fired  1601  rounf^s  in  support.  Battery  C,  2nd  Battalion  35th  Artill¬ 
ery  fire^  1995  rounds  in  support.  Battery  B,  1st  Battalion  83d 
Artillery  fired  b91  17‘^mm  rounds  in  support.  Battery  C,  1st  Battal¬ 
ion  83d  Artnierv  fired  I786  8  inch  rounds  in  support, 

f.  Operation  Bo^-'en  (9  through  12  May),  Battery  A.  supported 
Tat  A'T'F's  6  Royal  Australian  ^eplment  (6  RAR)  in  a  series  of 

compnnv-group  patrols  into  an  area  in  the  vicinity  of  Long  Tan 
vs  4B^Bfrom  their  base  camp  position,  177  rounds  were  fired  in 
sunport. 


g.  Operation  Collaroy  (18  through  19  May),  Battery  A  sup¬ 
ported  this  contingency  cordon  and  destroy  operation  from  their  base 
camp.  The  mission  of  the  operation  was  to  trap  the  VC  D445’  ^tta.lion 
reported  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  YS  4768,  147  rounds,  were  fired  in 
SUrtr-ort . 
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h,  Ooer^tion  Broken  Hill  (7  through  I3  June).  Battery  A 
su'^Tiorted  this  search  *^nd  destroy  operation  from  their  base  camp 
nopltlon.  The  o’'er>*tion  w^s  conducted  in  the  vicinity  of  YS  4277 
hv  the  1st  AT’F’s  7  Poyal  Australian  Regiment.  5^0  rounds  were  fired 
in  snnuort, 

1,  Oper'^tion  Ger^'ldton  (15  through  20  June),  A  se''rch  and 
destroy  mission  bv  elements  of  1st  ATF  in  Southern  Phouc  Tuy  Province. 
This  oner''tion  c*'used  this  unit  to  deploy  to  Horseshoe  Feature 
vicinity  YS  b.965.  The  orter^'tion  resulted  in  minor  contact  with 
c'*ches  of*  rice  ’^nd  eauipment  found.  During  ^'his  operation,  an 
Austrelian  Forward  Observer,  using  US  destr.-cion  fire  techniques, 
attempted  to  destroy  a  large  rice  cache  that  had  dimensions  of  approx- 
imatelv  5  meters  in  width  and  8  meters  in  depth  with  the  8  inch 
howitzer  firing  charge  7  at  opprorimetely  14,000  meters  range.  When 
nccurnte  dimensions  of  the  target  were  sent  by  the  observer  to  the 
he  was  advised  '’s  to  why  he  was  not  receiving  good  effect  on 
the  target.  At  the  completion  of  this  mission  the  observer  was 
Informed  as  to  the  Inherent  systems  errors  of  the  8  inch  howitzer, 

A  better  understanding  of*  the  use  of  heavy  artillery  was  realized  by 
fhe  Australian  observers.  2208  rounds  were  fired  in  support  by 
Battery  A, ^ 

.1,  Operation  Cooparoo  (2^  June  through  1  July),  This  7 
^oyal  Australi»n  ^egl^^ent  search  and  destroy  operation  was  supported 
bv  Battery  /  from  its  base  c-amp  position,  2629  rounds  were  fired  in 
support. 


k.  Operation  Paddington  (6  through  17  July).  A  search  and 
destrov  operation  conducted  by  elements  of  9th  Infantry  Division,  11 
;r:P  nnd  1st  ATF  in  Eastern  Bhouc  Tuy  Province,  center  of  Mass  YS'677^» 
O-ne-^’ation  ^a(^r^5naton  results'^  in  99  VC  KL"i  and  di?co\ai:;y  of  caches  c^' 
weanons  and  ric®.  Battery  A  displaced  to  the  Horseshoe  Feature  and 
provided  defensive  fires  for  Is  *TF  and  Headquarters ,  1st  Battalion 
B3d  Artillery  base  c-'rop  in  a^^dition  to  firing  H&I  missions  and  des¬ 
truction  missions  on  the  western  flank  of  the  zone  of  operation, 

1900  rounds  were  f’ired  in  support, 

l,  '’ermanent  movement  of  Battery  B*s  base  camp  from  Bear 
C-it  to  Ham  Tan  (10  July),  The  movement  was  effected,  in  two  phases, 
Ei.iring  the  first  phase,  the  advance  party  moved  by  sea  to  Ham  Tan 
and  began  construction  ot*  guard  bunkers  and  sandbagging  tent  posi¬ 
tions,  A  minor  delay  vras  encountered  when  Scheduled  supplies  were 
not  received  on  time,  ^or  the  second  phase,  the  main  body  moved  by 
sea  to  Ham  Tan.  Difficulties  were  encountered  during  the  off-loading 
on  the  beach,  '^he  landing  po5nt  for  the  LCDs  is  on  a  sand  bar  off 
shore.  To  get  o^f  the  sand  bar  requires  th''t  vehicles  be  driven 
through  s^'lt  w''ter  in  depths  up  to  five  feet.  Due  to  the  large  load 
on  tv>e  vehicles  »nd  the  inexperience  of  drivers,  most  vehicles  were 
stuck  in  the  sand. 


CO 
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Ouefp^ion^l  Penort  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  July  1967 
^enorts  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65  C^O 


U,1  continued 


It  w«s  neces'’**ry  for  the  trscVed  vehicles  to  '<bw  nearly  every  wheel¬ 
ed  vehicle  off  the  be»ch.  After  gaining  experience  in  driving 
through  s«nd,  it  was  discovered  the  ^  ton  vehicles  could  navigate 
the  send  as  well  as  the-  crossing  through  salt  water.  In  order  to 
store  enough  ammunition  on  hand,  it  was  necessary  to  off  load  and 
to  stock  2,000  rounds  each  of  8  inch  ammunition  end  175nttn  ammunition. 
'T’his'stockniling  tooV-  seven  days  to  complete.  While  accomplishing 
^■his  ooeretlon,  the  following  eouipment  was  deadline  due  to  water 
dnmage: 


TVPR 

REASON  FOR  DEADLINE 

M'd4.8  Cargo  Carrier 

Water  in  Electric  Fuel  Pump 

M’dfS  Cergo  Carrier 

Water  in  Electric  Fuel  Pump 

^  ton  truck 

Replace  Head  Gasket 

ton  truck 

Replace  Engine 

ton  tmjck 

Replace  Engine 

ton  truck 

Replace  Clutch  and  Throwout  Bearing 

P  ton  trick 

Peplace  Clutch  and  Throwout  Bearing 

^  1/2  ton  truck 

Peplace  Engine 

lA  ton  truck 

Replace  Carburetor  and  Distributor 

“^A  ton  truck 

Replace  Carburetor  and  Distributor  r?,nd 
Fuel  Pump 

lA  ton  trick 

Replace  Carburetor  and  Distributor 

If  fordlno'  kits  had  been  Issued  for  this  operation,  many  of  the 
ebove  would  not  have  been  deadllned.  The  electric  fuel  pumps  on  the 
M<h8  Cargo  Carrier  were  designed  to  be  water  proof.  Since  one  half 
of  this  battery’s  M*dt8s  were  deadllned  due  to  water  damaged  fuel 
pumns,  it  is  recommended  that  the  duality  control  of  these  items  be 
reviewed.  During  the  of"^  loading  oper^’tion,  it  was  noted  that  it  is 
mnndatory  that 'the  unit  have  organic  or  attached  two  lifting  devices 
of  at  least  10,000  round  capacity.  One  of  these  devices  must  be  a 
forklift  because  the  ammunition  is  shi’^ped  in  an  LCU,  A  wrecker  does 
no^  provide  the  necessary  niahauverability  to  work  on  an  LCU.  This 
unit  has  one  ten  generator,  one  KW  generator,  and  one  1.5  KW 
generator. 


♦  * 


■■■'.>  hi 


10 


1  August  1967 

'^TTB-TPin'T';  OneratlonsT  Benort  for  Quarterly  ®eriod  Ending  31  July  1967* 
■Reuorts  fontrol  Bymbol  (n) 

4.1  continued 

e'^ui’^^’ent  inust  rrovlde  electricity  for  the  following: 

Cl)  1  ee  Mechsnicel  Refrigerator  Commerical  Portable 
^ppch-ln  70  '^:.bic  Feet 

(2)  I  ea  Mechanical  Refrigerator  65  Cubic  Foet 

(3)  VHP  Ecuioment 

(4)  ah/g^c  106 

(H)  ATe^'essarv  lighting  for  the  FDC  and  Orderly  Room 
(6)  2  ea  Befrigerators 

It  is  '^uite  obviou.s  that  the  organic  generators  are  not  adequate  for 
the  neef^a  of  this  unit, 

m.  The  following  number  of  missions  were  fired  with  total 


amounts  of  ammunition  listed  below: 

rhit  number  or  mibsio^is  rired  ammunition  expended 

rnmmmmmmm  — Tfc  Ml  w  ■  ■  1 1»  ■  ■■  ii  ■m— i—  — ■  ■  ■'  ■  n  i  ii  ■  ■■■  i  i 


S;i 

IT^mm 

-grr - 

IT^mm 

A  Pottery 

i>,D83 

■>,707 

>♦,652 

B  Battery 

1,013 

2,017 

3,>tl0 

C  Battery 

3,263 

3,699 

2,770 

TOTAL 

^,7^2 

11,423 

10,832 

CTT) 

Logistics ; 

a.  During  the  renorted  neriod  the  general  condition  of 
su’^niv  h»e  improved.  Problems  that  remain  are  considered  minor  and 
ere  being  resolved. 


b,  Meij^tenance  suunort  is  continuing  to  improve  however 
some  »''»'oblem  areas  still  exist.  The  major  problem  encountered  has 
been  opiiijre  in  nromnt  delivery  of  critically  needed  parts  from  sup- 
'••ert  agencies  located  "a  good  distance  from  the  firing  batteries  due 
to  a  leok  o^^  aircraft,  T’he  existing  nroblems  are  in  the  progress  of 
‘■'oing  resolved. 


AVGAZ-C 


C0HFM)F^»7j4i 

. ’  *•  1  August  1967 

Ouerstionsl  T^euort  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  3I  July  1967, 
Penorts  Control  ■'Symbol  CSF0R-6‘i'  (U) 


6.  (C)  Conimunlcations:  Initial  difficulty  was  experienced  In 

establishing  reliable  comm'jnications  with  Battery  B  at  Ham  Tan.  The 
bat-tery  Is  senarated  bv  a  distance  of  annroximately  kO  miles  from 
the  Battalion  Headouarters.  Oreanic  communication  equipment  has 
been  augmented  by  the  addition  of  two  AH/GRC-I06  single  side  band 
radios  and  the  establishment  of  an  FM  relay  station  by  the  53rd  Signal 
Battalion  on  Chua  Chan  vicinity  YT  60IO, 


SECTION  II 
PART  1,  OBSN  WAT  IONS 

1,  Personnel  and  Administration: 

NONE 

2,  Intelligence: 

NONE 

3,  Training  and  Organization: 

NONE 

4,  Operations; 

a.  ITEM:  Norward  Air  Controllers, 

(1)  DISCUSSION;  Forward  Air  Controllers  are  unaware 
that  the  cannon  battery  FDC  uses  a  mathematical  solution  in  arriving 
at  firing  data  to  bring  effective  fire  on  destruction  fire  missions 
once  the  adjustment  chase  is  completed  and  FFE  is  requested.  Usually 
the  Fhc  has  to  intercret  the  Forward  Air  Controller's  small  correc¬ 
tions  for  range  and  deflection  in  the  FFE  in  order  to  arrive  at 
sensings  needed  to  refine  firing  data.  Generally  Forward  Air  Con¬ 
trollers  feel  they  can,  bv  moving  a  round  with  normal  area  fire  pro¬ 
cedures',  destroy  a  target  without  using  the  accepted  destruction 
technlnues. 


(?)  OBSEWAT’ION:  Forward  Air  Controllers  should  be 
thoroughly  ec'^uelnted  with  destruction  fire  techniques  in  order  to 
bring  effective  fire  on  hard  targets  without  wasting  ammunition. 


b,  ITEM;  Lifting  equipment  requirement, 

(1)  DISCUSSION;  If  Battery  B  does  not  have  located  at 
its  isolated  position  one  forklift  and  one  wrecker  at  all  times,  then 
the  turn  around  time  for  LCUs  will  increase  from  one  day  to  seven 

. . ‘  4  4 

• ’  12 ‘  • ' ' 


CONFIDENTiAl 


OrjerAtlonel  T^enort-  for  Oierterly  Period 
Peoorts  Control  Symbol  n.SPOR-65  CU) 


1  August  1967 
Ending  31  July  19^7" 


U,b  continued 


'  (2)  OBSERVATION'^:  Battery  B  must  be  issued  one  forklift 

with  a  10,000  round  caoecity  and  one  tracked  recovery  vehicle  in  order 
to  assure  uroner  unloading  of  air  and  sea  delivered  cargoes. 


Logistics: 


a,  ITEM:  Salt  substitute. 


(1)  DISC^lSSIOTvN:  Due  to  unavailability,  salt  has  been 
in  short  su’-'ply  at-  the  Class  I  Point  at  Vung  Tau,  A  suitable  field 
eTuedieht  substitute  was  found  by  crushing  the  regular  issue  salt 
tablets.  It  was  most  effective  and  the  grains  of  salt  from  the  tab¬ 
lets  did  not  toretber  In  the  shaker  as  did  the  regular  salt. 


(P.)  OBSERVATION:  Crushed  issue  salt  tablets  are  an 
effertlve  substitute  for  regular  salt. 

b,  ITEM:  Unserviceable  Fire  Extinguishers, 

(1)  DISCUSSION:  Once  fire  extinguishers  have  been  used, 
it  is  extremely  difflcul  t  to  get  them  refilled.  With  the^constant 
d«ilv  use  oC  field  ranges  and  generators,  the  need  for  CO'^  (Carbon 
Dioxide)  ty^e  ^i^e  extinguishers  is  apparent.  In-country  facilities 
for  the  recharging  of  expended  fire  extinguishers  should  be  establish¬ 
ed  fit  the  various  fire  stations,  e.g,  Saigon,  Vung  Tau  and  Long  Binh, 

(2)  OBSERVATION:  In-country  fire  extinguisher  recharg¬ 
ing  facilities  should  be  provided  to  allow  for  the  re-use  of  on  hand 
C0~  type  fire  extinguishers. 


c,  IVEM:  Immersion  ^eater’s  Steel  Tubing, 

(1)  DISCUS-SION:  The  maximum  use  time  which  this  unit 
has  experienced  with  the  steel  tubing  gas  line  on  the  Mess  Section’s 
immersion  heater^  has  been  two  months.  This  is  attributed  to  the 
somewhat  acceHerated  formation  of  rust  on  these  items  due  to  the  high 
humidity  atmosphere  in  which  ^'hey  are  used.  The  Mess  Section  has 
taken  the  following  steps  to  prevent  deterioration:  Cleaning  the 
items  with  abrasive  cloth;  cleaning  the  items  with  steel  wool;  apply¬ 
ing  a  ll«^ht  coat  of  lubricating  oil  to  the  items  when  in  storage: 
applying  paint  to  the  items.  None  of  these  practices  has  significant¬ 
ly  improved  the  use  time  for  the  items.  These  items  should  be  improv¬ 
ed  either  bv  the  use  of  some  other  material  in  their  construction  or 
b-'’-  recomputation  of  their  expected  life  and  making  the  necessary  ad- 
iustment  in  availability  in  the  supply  system. 
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<.c  continued 


(P)  OESEWATION;  Gas  lines  used  with  the  immersion 
heaters  be  made  oC  some  item  other  than  steel,  or  that  the  life 
ex’^ectancy  of  the  steel  pas  lines  be  reduced  and  they  be  made  avail¬ 
able  in  the  sunnly  system  in  greater  ruentities. 


d,  ITEM:  Failure  of  Ml  SI  Carburetors. 


Cl)  DIS'^rJSSION';  This  unit  has  found  that’ the  carbure¬ 
tors  used  on  the  Ml  Si  lA  ton  trucks  fail  at  or  about  9,000  miles. 
The  trouble  has  been  traced  to  deterioration  of  the  diaphragm,  which 
results  in  a  useless  carburetor  and  a  deadlined  truck.  Due  to  the 
widesnread  failure  of  these  uarts,  the  waiting  time  between  filing  a 
reoulsltlon  and  recelvingr  the  item  is’ several  weeks.  There  are  no 
renairs  that  can  be  made  to  this  item,  because  of  the  nature  and 
material  Involved,  '^’he  item  should  be  imnroved  to  last  longer  than 
it  does,  either  b"'''  imnrovement  in  design  or  in  the  material  used  in 
the  construction  of  fhe  article, 

Cp)  OPtSEPVATIO^;  The  design  and  material  used  in 
constriction  of  the  carburetor  dlanhragn  should  be  improved.  Improv¬ 
ing  the  item’s' availability  in  the  supply  system  would  be  of  only 
marginal  value,  since  the  fault  can  be  expected  to  occur  every  9,000 
miles  for  every  Mi. 'll  in  use. 


SECTIOtT  II 

PA^T  II,  Pi=’ COMMENDATIONS 
1,  Personnel  and  Administration: 

NONE 


2,  Intelligence: 

NOME 

7,  Training  end  Organization: 

NOtTE 

4,  Operations ; 

a.  That  Air  Force  forward  air  controllers  be  given  detailed 
Instructions  in  the  techniques  of  firing  destruction  missions  using 
>  cannon  artillery. 


b,- 

be  imr roved. 


That  the  harbor  facilities  at  Ham  Tan  vicinity  ZS  0479 
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P.  Logistics: 

a,  Jhat  facilities  for  recharging  CO^  fire  extinguslhers 
be  establls’^ed  In  strategic  locations  throughout  the  Republic  of 
^^letnam. 


b.  That  fuel  lines  used  with  inversion  heaters  be  construct¬ 
ed  of  material  other  then  steel, 

c.  That  the  design  and  material  used  in  the  construction  of 
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AVGA-C  (1  Aug  67)  l8t  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ehdlng  31  July  1967» 
Reports  Control  SyiA>ol  GSFOIu-65>  (UlC)  WAllTOi 

HEADQUARTERS,  5ATH  ARTIILERI  QUOUF,  APO  96376  17  August  1967 

THRU:  CcMmnandlng  General ,  II  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery,  ATTN:  AVFB-FAC 
APO  96266 

CoDnandii%  General,  United  States  Any  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVHGC-DH, 

APO  96375 

C(»aBande]>In-Chlef,  United  States  Any  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-OT, 

APO  96558 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  DeTslopment,  Department  of  the 

Army,  ATTN:  ACSFOR,  DA,  Vikshington,  D.C*  20310 

!•  (U)  The  quarterly  report  submitted  by  the  Ist  Bn,  83d  Artillery 

is  considered  adequate, 

2,  (C)  Reference  Section  II,  Part  I  paragraph  4s,  Forward  Air 

Controllers*  The  54th  Artillery  Group  strongly  concurs  vdth  the  need 
for  better  training  of  Forward  Air  Controllers  in  artillery  adjustment 
procedures* 

3*  (C)  Reference  Section  II,  Part  I  paragraph  4b,  Requirement  for 

Lifting  Equipment,  The  54th  Artillery  Group  concurs  with  the  need  for 
lifting  equipment  at  Ham  Tan* 

4*  (C)  Reference  Section  II,  Fart  I  paragraph  5*»  Salt  substitute. 

Although  there  is  no  current  shortage  of  salt  at  class  I  points,  subord¬ 
inate  units  hare  experienced  erratic  issue  of  salt  during  the  reporting 
period*  The  Direetor  of  Supply,  Ist  Logistical  Cossoand  has  informed  this 
headquarters  that  the  problem  has  been  solred  and  there  will  be  no  salt 
shortage  problem  in  the  forseeable  future* 

5*  (C)  Reference  Section  II,  Part  I  paragraj^  5b,  Unservlcable  Fire 

Extinguishers*  This  headquarters  strongly  concurs  with  the  need  for  ad¬ 
ditional  refilling  facilities* 

6*  (C)  Reference  Section  II,  Part  I  paragraph  5o,  Ismersion  Heater 

Tubing*  It  is  felt  that  the  short  life  of  ismersion  heaters  steel  tube 
is  aji  Isolated  problem  effecting  only  units  located  near  beach  areas  %rtiere 
salt  water  accelerates  the  deteration  of  the  tubes.  It  appears  that  the 
most  feasible  solution  is  to  Increase  the  prescribed  load  of  this  item 
through  demand  data. 

7*  (C)  Reference  Section  II,  Fart  I  paragraph  5d,  Failure  of  M151 
Carburetors,  The  54th  Artillery  Group  strongly  concurs  with  the  need  for 
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A7GA-C  17  August  196? 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Siding  31  Julr  1967| 
Reports  Control  Syidiol  CSF0R-65>  (BIC)  WAllTOA  (Con^ 

Inproveaent  In  this  area.  EIRts  have  been  subaltted  to  the  appropriate 
headquarters* 

B.  (G)  Reference  Section  11,  Part  II.  The  54th  ArtlUexy  Group 
concurs  idth  all  reconmendatlons  of  the  1st  Bn,  83d  Artillery. 


CooEianding 


! 

NORRIS 
1,  Artillery 
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AVFB-FAC  (1  Aug  67)  2nd.  Ind 

SUBJECT  1  Operational  Report  -  Leesona  Learned  (U) 

DA,  n  FFCRGEV  Arty,  .4P0  9^266  4  1957 

THRU*  Commanding  Gteneral,  II  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  96266 

Commanding  General,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  ATTMj 
AVHGC-DH,  APO  96307 

Commander- In-Chief ,  United  States  Army  Pacific,  Alfi’Uj 
GPCP-Oi’,  APO  96558 

TOj  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department 
of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  G.  203IO 

It  (U)  The  quarterly  report  of  the  1st  Battali^on.  Artil¬ 
lery  (WAIIJfO)  adequately  reflects  tiie  operations  and  lessons  learned 
^uriSg'TISf^p or t ing  period, 

2t  (C)  Paragraph  4a,  Part  II,  Section  11,  Subordinate  units 
have  been  instructed  to  assist  FAC's  wiien  any  problem  areas  develop, 

3*  (c)  Paragraph  4b,  Part  II,  Section  II,  Nonconcur,  In¬ 
formation  available  at  this  headquarters  indicates  that  the  local 
Province  Chief  does  not  desire  any  construction  improvement  to  be 
made  at  the  Ham  Tan  Harbor  at  this  time.  The  resupply  of  this  unit 
is  accomplished  by  air.  One  10,000  lb,  capacity  forklift  and  two  M543 
wreckers  are  presently  located  with  the  battery  at  Ham  Tan,  These 
items  will  remain  with  that  battery  as  long  as  a  requirement  exists. 
The  subordinate  unit  has  been  notified  of  these  matters. 

4,  (C)  Paragraph  5ay  Part  II,  Section  II.  Concur.  Facilities 
for  recharging  C02  fire  extinguishers  are  available  at  major  fire 
stations  throughout  RVLn  ,  to  include  Vung  Tau,  Saigon,  and  Long  Binh. 
The  subordinate  unit  has  been  notified. 

5,  (U)  Paragraph  56  and  5^,  Part  II,  Section  II.  Concur  with 
corrective  action  indicated  in  paragraph  6  and  7»  1st  Indorsement. 


Brigadier  General,  USA 
Commanding 
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AVHGC-DST  (1  Aug  67)  4th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  Ending 
31  July  1967  (RCS  CSFOR-65)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  6  l\IOV  1967 

TO:  Concnander  in  Chief,  United  States  Amy,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT 
APO  96553 


1  •  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  period  ending  31  July  1967  from  Headquarters,  1st  Battalion,  83d  Artil¬ 
lery  (A11A)  as  indorsed. 

2«  Pertinent  comments  follow: 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  forward  air  controllers,  page  12,  para¬ 
graph  4A:  Concur.  In  as  much  as  Forward  Air  Contrcllers'  (FAC)  primary  mis¬ 
sion  is  the  control  of  tactical  air  strikes,  it  must  be  realized  that  their 
capability  to  adjust  artillery  fire  will  be  limited  at  best.  The  local  artil¬ 
lery  commander  should  acquaint  the  FAC  with  artillery  adjustment  procedures 

so  that  he  will  become  more  responsive  to  firing  on  targets  of  opportunity. 

b.  Reference  item  concez*ning  iimnerslon  heater  steel  tubing,  page  13, 
paragraph  5c.  Steel  tubing  gas  line  cannot  be  identified  in  TM  10-4540-201-15. 
Recommend  unit  preperly  identify  the  part  and  submit  an  EIR.  FLL  stockage 
should  increase  as  demands  increase. 


c.  Reference  item  concerning  M-151  carburetors,  page  14,  paragraph 
5d:  Nonconcur.  Carburetor  is  a  direct  exchange  item  and  does  not  require  a 
requisition.  Due  to  a  short  supply  status  dues-out  have  been  established. 
Apparently  the  favilt  is  an  Isolated  one  since  the  EIR  and  maintenance  digests 
(TB  750-981-  1  and  2)  do  not  indicate  trouble  with  this  carburetor. 

3.  A  copy  of  this  indorsement  will  be  furnished  to  the  reporting  unit 
through  channels. 

FOR  THE  CCMMANDER: 


C.  S.  NAKATSUKASA 

Ca])l:im.  \i'X\ 

Assi.slaiu  Acijulant  General 
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GPOP-DT  (1  Aag  67)  5th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  the  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  July  1967 

from  HQ,  1st  Battalion,  83d  Artillery  (UIC;  WAllAA)  (RCS  CSFOR-65) 

HQ,  US  ARMY,  PACIFIC,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  g 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding  indorse¬ 
ments  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 

c 


REGRADED  UNCLASSIFIED  WHEN 
SEPARATED  FROM  CLASSIFIED 
CORRESPONDENCE 


/ 

HEAVRIN  SNYDER 
CPT,  AGC 


Asst  AG 
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